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Building on the belief that the task of exegesis is to understand the divine-human intention locked

within the biblical text, Gordon Fee provides a lucid step-by-step analysis of exegetical procedures

that has made New Testament Exegesis a standard textbook for nearly two decades. Now more

than ever, with an updated, newly integrated bibliography and an appendix directly addressing

reader-response criticism, this essential, classic guide will assist students, scholars, and clergy in

coming to grips with the New Testament.
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I think that the best way to describe the purpose of the book is to steal the first paragraph from the

author's preface to the first edition: "A former New Testament colleague was once asked by a

student how he could learn to do exegesis, intending that his teacher should suggest a book. My

colleague answered, 'You will just have to take a course.' That answer is the tacit admission of what

all of us who teach NT know to be true: There simply is no book that serves either as a textbook or a

guide for students to learn the exegetical process, from the opening of their Bibles to the writing of

the paper. This book hopes to fill that lacuna."This book's target audience is an academic one

whose end to exegesis will be a paper (or an expository sermon), but as a layman I have found it to

be extremely helpful, even indispensable, in my exegetical endeavors to better learn and therefore

accurately apply the Word of God. Also, the book is written primarily for those who know Greek (I do



not know enough to even be dangerous); however, in the new edition Fee has made the attempt to

provide alternative exercises (such as compare many different versions and maybe use a textual

commentary to try to determine as close as possible the original) for the English only

student.CHAPTER 1: Guide for Full ExegesisChapter 1 basically organized in outline form,

providing first the "initial steps for all genres," first naming the major exegetical step that must be

performed and then providing more and more detailed information and guidance on each step. Then

moving past the steps that are the same for all genres, Fee gives the steps necessary for various

genres (i.e. Epistles, Gospels, Revelation, etc).
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